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Nexans Celebrates 40 Years Since Commissioning of the Skagerrak
Interconnector Submarine Link
With Four Nexans High-Voltage Direct Current Mass Impregnated Cables, Total Power of Link between
Denmark and Norway is 1,700 Megawatts, Enabling Additional Renewable Energy in the Mix
Paris, March 30, 2017 – For decades, high-voltage direct current (HVDC) mass impregnated (MI)
cables have been the preferred solution for long-distance submarine transmission. This year, Nexans, a
worldwide leader in the cable industry, is celebrating 40 years since its HVDC MI cables were first put
into commercial service at the Skagerrak Interconnector submarine HVDC link between Denmark and
Norway. In 1977, the Skagerrak link, which is owned and operated by Energinet.dk in Denmark and
Statnett SF in Norway, represented the first time high-voltage cables were installed for such a long
distance sea crossing (130 kilometers) at a water depth of 550 meters.
In operation, the links of the Skagerrak Interconnector enable additional renewable energy to be
integrated into the power mix and more efficient use of electricity by connecting the Norwegian grid,
which is largely hydroelectric based, with the Danish grid, which is primarily thermal and wind power
based. With 40 years of service and counting, the Skagerrak Interconnector’s HVDC MI cable systems
from Nexans have definitely proven their strong reliability and longevity.
Nexans’ Skagerrak 1 and 2 HVDC MI cables are operating at 250 kilovolts, and each cable has a power
rating of 250 megawatts (MW). As the demand for energy between the countries increased, additional
power transmission has been installed. Today, four cables have a total power rating of 1,700 MW, which
represents the energy needs of nearly 25 000 typical Scandinavian households.
HVDC MI cables from Nexans are used for transmission links worldwide including the Skagerrak line
and other interconnectors such as Sweden-Finland (Fenno-Skan) and Estonia-Finland (EstLink 2). They
also are being used for the upcoming HVDC links between Italy and Montenegro (Mon.Ita), Norway and
Germany (NordLink) and Norway and the United Kingdom (NSL).
“Through decades of research and development in design, materials, testing, manufacturing processes
and installation techniques, Nexans has been able to push the limits for voltage levels, power
transmission capacity and installation depth for MI cable systems. Ongoing research and development
activities for MI cable systems focus on even higher voltage levels and increased transmission capacity,
resulting in new possibilities for bulk transmission of vast amounts of electrical energy over long
distances,” says Vegar Syrtveit Larsen, Technical DirectorNexans Norway. We are proud to say that as
of today, Nexans has more than 2,600 kilometers of MI cables in service, and with the upcoming links,
this figure will be almost doubled by the end of 2021.
Read more about Nexans HVDC MI cables at nexans.com/news

About Nexans
Nexans brings energy to life through an extensive range of cables and cabling solutions that deliver increased
performance for our customers worldwide. Nexans’ teams are committed to a partnership approach that supports
customers in four main business areas: Power transmission and distribution (submarine and land), Energy
resources (Oil & Gas, Mining and Renewables), Transportation (Road, Rail, Air, Sea) and Building (Commercial,
Residential and Data Centers). Nexans’ strategy is founded on continuous innovation in products, solutions and
services, employee development, customer training and the introduction of safe, low-environmental-impact industrial
processes.
In 2013, Nexans became the first cable player to create a Foundation to introduce sustained initiatives for access to
energy for disadvantaged communities worldwide.
Nexans is an active member of Europacable, the European Association of Wire & Cable Manufacturers, and a

signatory of the Europacable Industry Charter. The Charter expresses its members' commitment to the principles
and objectives of developing ethical, sustainable and high-quality cables.
Nexans, acting for the energy transition, has an industrial presence in 40 countries, commercial activities worldwide,
is employing close to 26,000 people and generating sales in 2016 of 5.8 billion euros. Nexans is listed on Euronext
Paris, compartment A.
For more information, please consult: www.nexans.com
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